Induction speech into the International Higher Education Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 2000

Honorable Chairman Shukshunov and fellow
members of the International Higher
Education Academy of Sciences:

YBaxaeMBIe YICHR MeXIyHEAPOTHOR
Axagemun Bercineit [Ikonsl. YeaskaeMbIi
rocogHH [pejceaTels

It is with great honor I come before you to
participate in this esteemed and respected
society.

W He IpeToCcTARISHA BEICOKAT TeCTh
TIIPHHATH VIACTHE B paboTe BAIICH
[I0YETHOH H YBAXKAEeMOH ODranM3aliyiH,

1 am originally from the state of Oklahoma in
the middle of the United Siates.

¥ pommnca u BRIpocC B mrraTe OKIaxoMa, B
caMoM TieHETpe CoemHAEHARX [IITaToR.

(Oklahoma means “Land of the Red People,”
which was part of the Louisiana Purchase (not
part of the Great Alaska Sale), and this is
where the native tribes were sent by the
Europeans when they claimed our lands.

OxiraxoMa o3HAYAET “3eMIs
Kpacrokoxux." DTa 3eMid ObLIE KyIIeHa y
thpanmnyz0s sMecte ¢ Jlymananoi ("He
nyTafTe ¢ AJICKOH"), H TyIa ORLTH

cOCJaHbl BCE MECTHBIE HHISHCKHE IICMEHA,
KOTIA eBPOIeHIE OTHAIH ¥ HHX 3eMIII0.

As most people from Oklahoma, I am part
Native Indian.

Kax u v G0JIBINMHCTEA TIONEH H3
OXITaXOMEL, B0 MHE TOIKE TeTET HHeicKad
KDOBE.

Qur tribe, the Potawatomies, originally lived
in the Great Lakes area in the North and in
Canada, including what is now called Chicago
(this name comes from a native word that
means “skunk”).

Hame mems, IloTasaToMu, cHAYATA JKHIO
B padoHe Benukux Osép u B Kaname, rme
cerdac Haxomures Yuxaro. Kerarn, ciroso
"JUKATO" 03gavaeT HA MECTHOM A3RIKE
“CKYHC".

My great, great...grandparents were forcibly
marched to what is now the state of Kansas
and then to Oklahoma.

Mow mpa, mpa.. jeibl ObLIH BEIHYAISHET
TepeceliTc Ha TEpPATOPHIO, TJIe CeHYaC
HAXOIHTCH IIITAT KﬂHS&C, a4 3aTeEM B
Oxraxomy,

My heritage can-also be traced back to
France, Germany, Ireland, and Scotland.

KopHu MoeH polociioBHOH MOKHO HAWTH
Tatcxe Bo Ppanmpn, Tepmanun, HMpraamun
u [MloTrammmm.

QOur family evolved into John Steinbeck’s
*Okies” from the Grapes of Wrath, but we
stayed in Oklahoma and did not go to
California,

Haira ceMnii- 3T0 ® ecTh Te "oKA”, 0
KOTOPRIX roBopHT [I3oH CTafHbeK B CBOEM
pomane “Tposnss raesa.” TollbKo MEL He
yesmand 13 OrnaxoMel B KaxmdopHuio.

If anthropologists are correct, my Native
Indian relatives came across the Bering Straits

Eciii BepuTE AHTPOIIOIOTAM, 0KOJO
TPHILATH THICAY JIET HAa2al, MOH HHICHCKHE
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from what is now called Russia some 30,000
years ago.

[IPEKH NIPHUILHE Yepes BepHHTOR NPOIHE
H3 MECT, e cenyac HaxomguTes Poccws,

So, as I stand before you, I can séy “It's nice
to be home. Thank you for the warm
welcome.”

M cefuac, HAXOIACE Pl BAMH, S MOIY
ckasaTh: * Kak xopolmo ORITE JloMa,
CrmacH(o 34 TeILILI IpHeM”,

I grew up on the prairie partially as a cowboy,
partially dreaming I was living the life of an
Indian, and partially as a student.

51 BpIpoc B upepmEax. 2KHI JKU3HBIO KOBOO,
MEYTAT CTATE HACTOAIIIHM HHISHIIEM, a
CTAJ CTYJCHTOM,

In secondary school at the age of 16 T was
required to study a foreign language, so I

chose the language everyone said was the

easiest - Spanish.

B mmxone, B pospacTe MeCTHANITATH JET,
ILoJKeH OBLT HAYATE H3YYATh WHOCTDAHHEIN
S3HIK, H # BRIODAT, KEAK BCE IOBODHIH,
CAMBTH TeTKHH-UCIIAHCKAHR,

I liked Spanish very much and in 1958
continued to study the language in St.
Gregory's College in Oklahoma.

DTOT H3BIK MHe 0YeHE TOHPABKICH H B 1958
rogy A noctyman 8 Kommemx Cearoro
Tpuropus, na oTHeleHHE HCIAHCKOTO
A3LIEA.

However, in 1957 a world-shaking event that
would forever change my life took place - the
orbiting of Sputnik.

Onaako, 3 1957 rojy cIyYRIOCH COOBITHE,
KOTODOE MOTPACHO Bech MHEp H HaBCETTA
HIMEHHII0 MO HH3Hb - 3anycK CIVTHHEA,

My college Spanish professor and advisor, Dr.
Robert Dodson, encouraged me to begin the
study of Russian.

Mofi npenojgagaTelh HCITAHCKOTO A3EIKA B
KoJLIele oCcOBeTORAT MHe HaYaTh
HIVIATE DYCCEHE A3LIK,

“Russia is the future® he told me.

Omn ckasan Mue:"Poccrs - aTo Oymymee "

So in the summer of 1959 at the age of 19, 1
went to Georgetown in Washington, D.C. to
begin to study Russian, which became my
“minor” when I graduated with a B.A. in
Spanish and Education from the University of
Oklahoma in 1963.

Hrak, reTom 1959 roma, & Bo3pacre
TEeBATHAJIIIATH JeT, 5 H0eXal B
IKopHTayHCKHH YHHBEPCHTET B
Banmarrote, YTo0b Ha9aTh H3YIATh
pyeckri gsuK, OH ¢Tall MoeH BTopo#
CIENHANLHOCTRIO B B 1963 Tooy S IOIy T
cTelieHb DAKAIaBpa KaK IIPEIoTaBaTel b
HCTIAHCKOTO H PYCCKOTO S3LIKOB B
YaepepcHTeTe TTaTa OKIaX0Ma.

After teaching Russian and Spanish in
secondary school for two years 1 applied for
and received a federal government scholarship
to obtain a master’s degree in Russian from
Indiana University.

[Mocie HByX JIeT OpeNoJaBaHusd PYCCKOT0 H
HCHAHCKOID HILIKOE B CPeHeH IITKOIE 5
MOIYYIHAI IPABATeIbCTEEHAYIO CTHIICHIHIO
HA H3yUeHHE PYCCKOI'0 Y3LIEA B
yHEBepcHTeTe IrraTa MEIHaHa,
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Upon completion of the degree in 1967, 1
spent five weeks traveling and studying in the
USSR and then became an assistant professor
of foreign languages at Oklahoma State
University.

B 1967 rojy 8 MONYYHI CTeNeH: MATHCTPA H
[IpOBel MATh Helles B CopeTekoM Corose,
Te MEOTO TYTCIIeCTROBAN H YIHICH,
Tlosxe, g OBLT IPHHEAT HA JOJKHOCTE
CTADITEro TpenoiaBaTeld KadeIprl
MHOCTPARHEIX A3KKOE B [0CyTapCTREHHOM
YumBepcmTeTe 1TaTAa OKIAXOMA.

Twa years later, in 1969, I became a
participant in the US/USSR Cultural
Exchange at Moscow State University for 10
weeks, which included sharing a room with a
"professional” Russian student.

Crycrs nsa rojfia, 8 1969 rojy, #1 cran
VIACTHHKOM AMeDpHKAHO-COBETCKOH
IIPOTPAMMEI IT0 KYIBTYPHOMY 0OMEHY TIDH
MockorckoM TocylapcTBeHHOM
Yumeepcurere, Ilporpamma qmmmack 10
Hellelh B BEIIOYATA B ceOa MPOKHBAHAE B
CTYIEHISCKOM 00ITEKHTHH B KOMHATE C
PYCCKEM “nipocdhecCHOHANEHEEIM” CTYISHTOM.

Upon my return to the United States, an
Oklahoma TV station interviewed me and
asked my opinion about Russia.

Ilocme Moero Bo3spanieinsa B CIIA, g 651
IIpHTJIAIIeH HA MHTEPBEIO TEleBHIISHAEM
mrTaTa ORIaXOMEL THE MeHA COPOCHTH, 9T0
a1 myMato o Pocenn,

My response was, that of all the places I had
been and foreign people I had met, the
Russians were the most like us.

51 oTBETHI, YTO M3 BCeX MecT, B KOTOPBIX A
10OBIBAJ, H W3 BCEX JIOUESH, KOTODBIX I
BCTPETHI, PYCCKHE GOIBITE BCETO TTOXOMKH
Ha Aac,

And although the Russian language was
difficult for an American, once the syntax was
learned, my experience was that patterns of
thinking and understanding were almost the
same in Russian as they were in English.

PyccrREf ALK TPYISH [ HIVISHHH, HO
Mocie TOrO KK OpOREIEHa IpAMMAaTHEA,
HATHHACOTL ¢ YIHBICHHEM 3AMEYATh, YTO
XOJl H CTPOH MBICIER B PYCCROM H
AHTTAACKOM A3BIKAX 0UCHD CXOMKI.

Likewise, my understanding of the Russian
people I'd met was equally positive.

[MosToMy pyCCKHX, ¢ KOTODBIMH 5
BCTPCYANCH, I TOHWMAN MPAKTHYSCKHA
MONHOCTHED.

My next impression was the incredible amount
of love and care given to the children in
Russia.

Eme B Poccuy MeHS 1T0pa3iila TA OTpOMHAS
J10008E B 320078, KOTOPOH OKPYKAIOT
PYCCKHE CBOMX JISTSH.

1 still remember seeing a group of 4-5-year old
children with red bandanas, holding hands and
crossing the street under the proud and
protective eyes of their teachers- a living

S po cHX mop MOMHIO TPYIITY YEThIpeX-
IATHIETHAX IeTel ¢ KPACHRIMHA
(hilam®KaMHA, KOTOpPEIE, MepXKAach 34 PYEH,
NepexXoHiIHd YIHILY IToI TIPHCMOTPOM

Page3 of 7




picture always present somewhere in my
memory.

3aG0TITHBLIX YIHTEIEH, ¢ TODIOCTIO
CMOTDPANINK Ha CEOHX BOCIHTAHHHEOR, DTa
KapTHHA HABCCT/A OCTAJlACh B MOCSH
ITaMATH.

It was obvious that this generation would do
something special when they grew up.

Briiio BAAHO, 9T0 3TO MOKOJSHAES, KOTTA
BLIPACTCT, CHEIAET YTO-HHOYILL 0COOEHHOE.

When asked about the future, my prediction
was that the walls separating us would come
down - we were too much alike - and that we
would be united again.

Korma MeHs CIOPOCHIE o GYIyIneM, 5
CKAa3l, 9T0 TPEJBUAY , 9T0 CTEHEL,
pasuelAIOMMNe HAC, DYXHYT B MEI CHOBA
0D BLETHHIMCS - MBI CIHIIKOM IIOX0HKH,
UTOOEL HTE BPO3kb,

Of course, another living picture in my
memory is the tumbling down of the walls that
came 21 years later.

H emie opHa 9pKasg KapTAHA BCTAET B MOEH
LAMATH - DafleHre “Kele3Horo 3aHapeca”
MRANTTIATE OTHH TOJ CITYCTH.

What tremendous gratification, joy and
emotion for this to happen in my lifetime !

Kaxoe rpomajioe yIORIeTBOPEHAE I
PANOCTE A HCILITHIBAID OT TOTO, 9TO 9TO
coDBITHE TIPOR3OILIO [IPH MOEH JKHIHH,

I did not finish my doctorate the first time
around - society was changing.

S1 He 3aTUTHT CBOK0 TACCCPTAIHIO C
meproro pasa. B obiecTse IpoMCXOMuIy
O0JIBIIHE TIEPEMENEL

It was necessary to go ouiside academe and,
as is said in America, "find myself."

H # penmmir, 9To MOJEFKeH BPeMeHHo
OCTABHTE y4e0y, 4ToGk, KaK TOROPAT B
AmepHEe, HAATH ceds

This involved protesting a war I did not
understand or agree with, as well as
questioning a society that allowed it.

BTO TOLPa3yMEBAT0 BEICTYILICHHE IPOTHE
BOWHEI, KOTOPOH 5 HE IOHWMAN H C
KOTOpPOH He OLLI COINIACEH, A TaKXKe
KPUTHYECKHHA aHATH3 001IIecTRa, KOTOpoS
EEJI0 9TY BOHHY,

My search lead me to Chile, South America,
during the government of Salvador Allende,
thinking the solution to all problems could be
found in a political system.

Mo® moncKH OpHBeIH MEHS B HAIH, THE B
TQ BpEMS ¥ BIACTH HAXOJMHIOCEH
MIpaBHTENCTBO Cambranopa Amnenye. 5
IyMaJI, YTO pellleHre BeeX NpodiieM MOXKHO
HAWTH B NONHTHYECKOHN CHCTEME,

This was the ultimate delusion, and only then
did I unexpectedly find what I was searching
for-the recognition that all of us are equal and
internally the same, wherever we are.

OTo 6hUI0 KpadHee 3a0IyXISHHE.
BresanHo 1 TOHAN, YT BCE MIONH "BHYTPH"
OIHHAKOBK, HE3aBHCHMO OT TOTO B KaKoH
CTpaHE OHH HKHABYT.
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The Chileans taught me to see myself'in other
people, and that was the answer to my search.

UHITHANL HAYYFIIM MeHs BHISTE celd B
QKDYHAMIIHX MeHI JIOJIAX - H 970 651
OTBET HA MOH BOIIDOCHL,

For this T am eternally grateful to Chile and
her people.

f Beerma Oyny Guaarogaper Ynmm u ee
HAPOJY 34 3TO.

Shortly thereafter, I returned to Oklahoma
State University, was welcomed as a foreign
student advisor in the Intemmational Office, and
completed my doctorate in international
higher education.

ITorom, s BepHyICcs B OKIaXoMY, B CBOM
YHUBEDPCHTET H CTAIl 3aBEVIONIHM OTICIOM
1o paboTe ¢ HHOCTPAHHEIMHE CTYIEHTAMH I
ILOBEIl 10 KOHIA CROI0 JIECCEPTAIHID B
00IACTH MEXIYHAPOJIHOTO BBICILIETO
0DpasoBaAnNA,

Thereafter, for the last 21 years, I've been in
New York. I founded and am the President of
a company working in the field of
international education, and also teach at New
York University.

BoT yze 1BaIIATE OHHE I'0JL, 5 JKHBY H
paboraio B Heto-Hopxe. A ocnopan u
JBIAIOCE IPCIFACHITOM KOMITAHHH, KOTOpad
3AHMMAETCS BOIPOCAMH MEXIYHADOJHOTO
oBpasorains, [ToMuMo 3Toro 1 OpenonaD
B Helo-HopkckoM YHHBepCHTeTe.

It has always been my dream to participate in
a positive way in the relationship between our
two countries.

Y meHH Beerjia OBLIA MEUTA-YKDEIIIATE
OTHOIIEHIH MEHATY HAINHMMH CTPAHAMH

After completing a book on Russian education
and subsequently working for many years with
the Russian Ministry of Education to assist
educators in the United States to understand
Russian education, and vice-versa, it was a
wonderful honor and opportunity to assist in
establishing a joint Russian/U.S. conference
on the mutual understanding of our
educational systems.

Tlocire 3aBepImenyd paGoTE HAL KHATOH 110
poCcCHICKoH 06pasopaTelbHOM CHCTEME H
MHOTHX JIeT COTPYIHHIECTRA C
MummcTepeTBoM obpasorarud PoccHH B
00pA30BATSILHEIMA OPIAHH3aIIMA B
CIITA, mue Briara GONLINAH TECTh CTOATh
¥ HCTOKOE U IPHHAThE YY4CTHE B
CcoBMeEcTHOH PoccHACKO-AMEPHEKAHCK O
KOH(EPeHIIAH, A TeM CAMEIM
cnocoOcTEORAThL GoNEImeMy
BIAMMOITOHMMAHATO Mesxny PoccHell B
CIITA B obracTy oOpa’oBamH,

I know of no better way to work for peace
and the well-being of cur children.

U160 MOXKeT OBITE IyYIIe, JeM
CO3UIATEIbHAS paboTa Ha Giraro MEpa 1
fIaromoJIyTHsa Hallax JeTel.

We have been very fortunate to get to work
with and know Dr. Yuri Akimov in the
Ministry of Education.

MHAe mocTacTIHRHIOCE JIHYHO
03HAKOMHTECA H COTPYIHHYIATE C
rocuoguaoM IO pHeM AKVMMOBEIM H3

Page 50f 7




MUHHRCTEPCTEA 06pAI0BAHH,

Russia must truly be proud of the dedicated,
knowledgeable, and generous person it has
appointed to guide the country in
understanding international education, and in
presenting Russian education abroad.

Poccrs MOKET 110 IPaBy TODIHTHCT STHM
TIpeTAHHLIM, 3HAIONIAM H GIAT0POTHEIM
UEJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH ABIAETCA 0CTOHHBIM
mpencTasuTeaeM PocCHACKOA BRICIIEH
[IKOIEl H MAOTOE CLelal B 00IacTR
MeKIVHAPOILHOTOe 00pa30BaHms.

Japanese society recognizes outstanding
citizens who have achieved wisdom and
accomplished great deeds.

B fmonun, rpaskIaRe, KOTOPKC BHECTH
OONBIION BKIA) B pasBHTHE 0DINECTBA,
[OJIBL3VIOTCH 00607 M0B0BBIO B
YBATKEHHEM,

These people are called “National Treasures.”

STHX JIHOIeH HA3KBAIOT "HAIIHOHAIEHEIMHA
COEPOBHIITAME .

1 am sure Russia will someday recognize Yuri
as one of her “National Treasures.”

51 yeepen, uro Korga-muoyvan Poccmsa
npusHaeT IOpus oIHEM U3 CBOHX
YHAITMOHAIBHBIX COKPOBHIN".

Thank you Edward. Without you none of
what has happened would be possible.

Coacefo B MoeMy TOMOITHAKY, SIyapiy
Toxopagy. Bea Hero, 9Ta KoHQEpeHIIHY He
COCTOSLIACE OBL

And thank you, Dr. Bill Paver, for inviting us
to participate in the U.S. applied comparative
education community and all that this has
meant and led to,

Cracubo noxropy Bamny [efsepy,
KOTOPEH OTKDELI JIJIA MEHA TOPOTY B
NPHEJAHOES CPABHATEIREHOE 00pa30RAHAE B
CIITA 7 Ope 3ToM OKa3bIBAI H OKA3LIBACT
MHE BECEMEDHYI [OIIEPHEY.

In my heart, this award also belongs equally to
Yuri, Edward, and Bill, which will lead me to
cherish it's meaning even more.

S pasgeirsio a1y Harpany ¢ K)prem,
DoyapmoM, B DHILIOM, 9TO JelaeT ee eI
QoJiee JIOpOToH JLI MEHS,

Thank you Father Robert Dodson for
suggesting I study Russian in the first place,
Dr. Robert Baker for sharing your inspiration
and your love of the Russian language, and
my partner, Steve Berkowitz, for the support
of our company.

Coacubo PoGepry TogcoHy, MoeMy
HACTABHHKY M JIPYTY, 34 TO, 9T0 OH
IIOCOBETORAN MHES HM3VUAThH p_‘(CCKH}'E[ J3BIE,
Crmacubo 1 Pobepty Befikepy, 3a To, 4To 0H
BIOXHOBHI MEeHA M IPHBII MHOE nM060BE K
pyccKoMy A3RIKy. CracuGo MoeMy
napTaEpY, CreBy BepkoBRIlY, 34 eTo
IOJIEPIKKY H NOHHMAHHE,

Of course, my heartfelt gratitude goes to the
Committee and to you Mr. Chairman.

W xoHewHO e, 0T Beero cepiiua firarogapio
ato Bricoroe CobpaAme u IAvHo Bac
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rocrnomgud IpencenaTeis.
I can only éay that I will do my best to Mory TonkKO 1oGaBHTE, 9TO 9 CHEIAI0 Bee
represent what this award stands for in BOSMOHOE, YTOOEl Yepes obpasozague
making the world a better place through CIEIATE MEP erme Jy4uie. Mer - 370 ogHO
education. We are one. Temoe.
George Fletcher Txopm# PaeTgep
Moscow, September 2000 Mocksa, cearaops 2000
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